
Where We Live – A Social Studies & Technology Lesson 

Input  
This lesson plan will be one of several introductory activities in a unit titled: Our Community. This lesson contributes to 

the overall function of the unit by giving students tools to better visualize their community, and to create a digital 

document, a map of our community, that will be referred to as we continue on in the unit. As we learn more about our 

community, the map will be added to and enriched.  

Instructional Materials Needed
Instructional Materials 

 large newsprint paper/markers 

 computer/projector/screen 

 large antique map, as local as possible 

 9 copies of local, folding, street maps 

Technology 
 13 computers  

 Google Earth software 

 Color printer 

Text 
 How I Learned Geography  by Uri Shulevitz 

Handouts 
 Google Earth Notes 

 Map Scavenger Hunt 

 Map rubric 

Equipment 
 Colored pencils 

 Paper

Learning Targets 
Instructional Objective 
At the end of this lesson, students will be able to: define the following key vocabulary pertaining to map reading: 

symbol, compass rose, label and key, be able to point out at least five geographic features on a map and collaborate, in 

pairs, to create a map of their community, using Google Earth as a tool. 

Informational Objective 
We will use what we already know, what we can learn from each other and the internet to create a map of our 

community. 

EALRs, GLEs NET-S 
Educational Technology  
EALR 1 – INTERGRATION: Students use technology within all content areas to collaborate, communicate, generate 
innovative ideas, investigate and solve problems.  
 Component 1.1 Innovate: Demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge and develop  
 innovative products and processes using technology.  
  GLE 1.1.1 : Generate ideas and create original works for personal and group expression 
  using a variety of digital tools.  
 
Social Studies 
EALR 3 – GEOGRAPHY: The student uses a spatial perspective to make reasoned decisions by applying the concepts of 
location, region and movement and demonstrating knowledge of how geographic features and human cultures impact 
environments.  
 Component 3.1 : Understands the physical characteristics, cultural characteristics, and location 
 Of places, regions, and spatial patterns on the Earth’s surface.  
  GLE 3.1.1 : Understands an applies basic mapping elements such as symbols, compass  
  rose, labels, and a key to read and construct maps that display information about  
  neighborhoods of local communities.  
 
NET-S 

1. Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes 
using technology. Students will: a. apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes. 



Grouping Students for Instruction 
During this lesson, several different groupings will be used.  

 During the initial introduction and during closure the teacher will use whole group instruction.  

 For the map scavenger hunt activity which precedes work in the computer lab, students will work in small 

groups of three or four. 

 During computer lab work students will work with partners.  

Learning Experiences 
Prerequisites: 
This project based lesson is effective in heterogeneous groups, because it has few barriers. In order to participate 
students must have: 

 Basic reading skills 

 Basic computer skills 

 The ability to work with a small group or partner 

Time necessary to complete lesson*       

Activity  Completion Time 

Shared Reading: How I Learned Geography 20 minutes 
Map Scavenger Hunt 20 minutes 
Google Earth Demonstration 30 minutes 
Computer Lab/Google Earth 45 minutes 
Lesson Wrap Up 20 minutes 

*This lesson could easily be separated into several learning periods throughout a day or week.  

Relevance to students 

This lesson allows students to bring their own, prior knowledge of the place that they live, play and learn to a new social 

studies skill: map reading. Places that we will explore in this lesson are places that each student has personal experience 

with; clearly bringing relevance to the lesson.  

Planning for this learning could be challenging in a geographically, ethnically, and/or socioeconomically heterogeneous 

schools. Special care should be taken by teachers to ensure that equal consideration is given to the different 

communities that students reside in, especially during student collaboration. Each community should be honored for its 

richness, character and what it contributes to the lives of the children who live there.  

 



Engage 
 
Prop Introduction & Shared Reading: How I Learned Geography 
To begin this lesson, gather students in the group meeting area. Tell students that you have something special to share 

that can tell us many important things about our community! A wonderful prop to share would be an antique map of 

your local area. A map of your city or town would be excellent, but a map of your state or region would also be useful. 

These maps can be inexpensive, and are often readily available at antique shops or on-line. While introducing this map 

point out key features, and introduce the following vocabulary: 

 Map Symbols – Point out any symbols, and assist students in finding any clues in the symbols. Are there any clues in 

the shape or color of the symbol?(Are rivers blue? Mountains triangles?) Prompt if necessary.  

 Compass Rose – Show students that the compass rose includes directionals, and helps the user orient the map.  

 Labels – Point out the label of at least one city, and at least one geographical feature such as a mountain range or a 

river.  

 Map Key – Point out the map’s key and show the connection between items in the key and items displayed on the 

map.  

How I Learned Geography is a beautifully illustrated children’s book, and the autobiography of Uri Shulevitz, whose 

family fled Poland after the Warsaw Blitz of 1939. Destitute and living under constant threat, the family was desperate 

for some manner of mental escape. One day, instead of buying bread, Uri’s father brought home a large map of the 

world, almost as big as one of the walls in the tiny room they called home, and hung it. Uri travels the world via this 

map. He gazes at it for hours, memorizing place names, making them into songs and poems, and imagining, in rich 

detail, their shining beaches, sparkling peaks, deep valleys and diverse people.  

Before sharing this text the teacher can refer again to the prop and then encourage thoughtful listening by challenging 
students, in a group discussion, to: 
 

 List everything we know about maps – This record of knowledge should be kept visible throughout this project and 
during other relevant lessons in the “Our Community” unit. As the project progresses, and students’ knowledge grows, 
the list will be added to.  

 What can we learn by looking at this map? – Be sure to facilitate a whole group discussion. Prompt and encourage 
more reticent students.  

 Tell us about a time that you or someone in your family used a map – Also prompt students to think of ways they 
see other adults use maps, especially in the community: bus drivers, fire fighters, police officers. How are maps useful 
to them? 

 Answer this question: What do you think we learn from maps? – Be sure to facilitate a whole group discussion. 
Prompt and encourage more reticent students.  

 Tell us about a place that you traveled with your family – Remind students that they travel every day, in fact they 
traveled from home to get to school today. Sometimes we travel to faraway places, but we are always traveling to 
nearby places. 

 Tell us how a place you traveled was different from the place that you live. – Encourage children to share specific 
characteristics of where they live and ask: How was the place you traveled the same as where you live? And also: How 
was it different? 
 

After sharing the text the teacher can continue the discussion, and connect the text to the current lesson by asking: 

 In this story, how did Uri use the map that his father brought home? – Encourage students to make brief 
summaries of Uri’s adventures.  

 How is this different from the way that we use maps every day? – Brainstorm and record the uses of maps.  

 Did Uri’s story change the way you think about using a map? In what way? – Remind students that maps are 
informative AND interesting.  



 How are maps different today than when Uri was a boy in 1939? – Compare and contrast paper vs. digital 
maps. 

 
Before moving on to the next task, share the informational objective with students. Working together, we will use what 

we already know, and what we can learn from each other and the internet to create a map of our community. 

Explore 
During this stage students will be divided into small groups of three or four. These groups should be pre-determined 

work groups assigned by the teacher to ensure heterogeneous grouping that allows for a balance of academic needs.  

Supplies that students will need for this activity include a set of colored pencils with at least eight basic colors. They will 

also need a place to spread out a map and work together. Having pre-determined work stations for work groups is one 

way to save time during this transition. Teacher will provide each student copies of a local street map. For this exercise a 

map as local as possible should be used: an actual folding map is preferred so that students get the opportunity to 

handle these kinds of maps, in addition to working with digital maps later in the lesson.  

Each group will receive a work sheet titled, “Map Scavenger Hunt”. The worksheet will challenge each group to find 

specific objects and locations on the map. Examples of items include: find the map’s key and mark it with a red pencil or 

mark the location of our school with a green pencil.  

Students should work together to complete the scavenger hunt and find the corresponding items on the map. Upon 

completing the scavenger hunt each work group will have their work checked by the teacher.  Groups who struggle with 

completing the scavenger hunt can be assisted by those who have finished, or receive guidance from the teacher.  

Explain 
Transition students back to their desks for a whole group demonstration of Google Earth. The teacher should use a 

multi-media presentation tool in order to make the instruction engaging enough to capture the rapid switch attention of 

digital natives. This demonstration can be another opportunity to make the learning relevant to students. Make your 

school, local parks, and homes of students a part of the presentation.  

When students are given the opportunity to create their own maps they will be expected to include a number of 

elements. Be sure to make these expectations clear at this point in the lesson. Be sure that the presentation includes 

instruction demonstrations on creating these elements.  

Elaborate 
In order for students to complete this portion of the lesson they must have access to a computer lab with enough 

computers for small groups, preferably pairs, of students to work together. These computers must have internet access 

and have Google Earth software preloaded.  

Before students begin the work on their maps the teacher will review the project rubric, and each student pair should 

receive a copy of the rubric. Each map created by a student will have to include certain elements. Examples include: 

mark the location of our school on the map, mark the location of your home on the map, create a label of another 

important location in your neighborhood and include a picture.  

Here the students expand on the concepts they have learned, make connections to other related concepts, and apply 

their understandings to the world around them.  It is an opportunity to transfer new found knowledge or skills to a 

different context. 



Evaluate 
Three different methods of evaluation will be used to monitor progress throughout this map project. The first will be a 

class self assessment of what they have learned. In the beginning of the lesson, during shared reading, we listed all the 

things that we know about maps. After students have completed the activities in this lesson we will return to this list and 

expand on it, adding the new things we’ve learned. This chart will continue to be an assessment tool as we progress 

through the unit and use maps in other ways. At the end of the unit it will be a historical document of our learning.  

The second way that students will be evaluated is through the use of a rubric that will be applied to their digital map 

making project. The rubric will be introduced before work on the project begins so that students have a clear path to 

success, and know exactly what tasks they must complete to meet standard. 

Finally, students will be asked to recall learning in a subsequent journal writing activity. Details of this activity follow.  

Checking for Understanding 
The day after the project has been completed make maps the topic for daily journal writing. Tell students, “In your 

journal today write about your neighborhood. Tell me about at least five geographic locations in your neighborhood. 

Create a map of your neighborhood which includes: symbols, labels, a key and a compass rose”. In this way students will 

be able to demonstrate their understanding, by having an opportunity to apply the learning.  

Closure 
To close this lesson gather the students in the large group meeting area to share Uri Shulevitz’s book How I Learned 

Geography again. After completing the reading, bring back two charts that the students created at the beginning of the 

lesson: “What We Know about Maps” & “How Maps are Used”. Review the charts with the group, and then ask 

students: 

 What have we learned about maps? – When students identify things they have learned that were not included in 

the original list, record it, using a different color that the initial list so that this document serves as a visible record of 

learning. Be sure to remind students of the instructional objects targets, especially the new vocabulary. 

 What have we learned about how maps are used? – This question can be an opening to the next lesson where 

students have the opportunity to apply what they’ve learned about maps and apply it to a real world use. For the 

subsequent lesson the teacher may want to consider using a map to navigate the school, or the neighborhood.  

Because this social studies lesson is easily integrated with literacy, leave the prop (antique map of your community) and 

the text that was utilized, Uri Shulevitz’s How I Learned Geography in your literacy center so that students have the 

opportunity to explore these things on their own throughout the unit.   



 

Lesson Plan Rationale 

 
Learning Targets  
 
How do learning targets relate to EALR’s, state learning goals, district goals, school goals, or classroom goals? How does 
the lesson address the NETS-S? 
Learning targets in this lesson are directly related to Washington State Essential Academic Learning Requirements 

(EALRs) and Grade Level Expectations (GLEs) as well the International Society for Technology Education’s National 

Education Technology Standards (NETS).  

The identified EALRs and GLEs come from two sections, educational technology and social studies, making this an 

integrated lesson. The vocabulary that students will learns in this lesson: symbol, compass rose, labels and key were 

taken directly from the Grade Level Expectations. Both the state educational technology standards and the ITSE’s 

standards call for students to use technology to develop a product: creating a map using Google Earth gives students this 

opportunity.  

How do the learning Targets relate to previous and future lessons? Explain or provide a unit plan. 
Washington State social studies standards are broken into grade level units. This is a 2nd grade lesson plan, when the 

state calls for a unit on “Our Community”; this lesson is meant to be one of several introductory lessons to this unit. The 

lesson is meant to give students an understanding of what we mean, physically, when we say “our community.” The 

maps that we create using Google Earth will be a document that we can continue to use and enrich as we progress 

through the unit. Throughout this lesson plan I have made broader unit connections and given suggestions as to how 

elements of the lesson can be used elsewhere in the unit, and have suggested subsequent lessons.   

Learning Experiences 
 
How have you demonstrated your understanding of student’s cultural backgrounds, ethnicity, first language 
development, English acquisition, SES and gender? 
Social studies units, like this one, are easily integrated with the real lives that students live. Because this unit expects 

students to utilize what they already know, individualization is built in. Students will have the freedom to create their 

community as they see it, and include in their map places that are important to them. When creating a map, students 

will be asked to identify one place that is important to their family; this might be a mosque, a library, or a community 

center.  

How do the experiences accommodate and differentiate for the diverse learning needs of ALL students including the ones 
with disabilities.  
This lesson is differentiated for a diverse community of learning in two ways: 

 Small groupings will be made deliberately by the instructor, taking learning needs into account. Students who 

need help staying on task or who struggle with reading, for example, will be grouped with other students who 

show an aptitude for this subject and have shown the maturity to be a peer leader. The teacher will also be 

available to guide groups who are experiencing difficulty with their work.  

 Students who have specific disabilities, especially those that include communication or sensory disorders will be 

provided adaptive technology so that they are able to participate along with their classmates.  

How do the experiences stimulate the student population and critical thinking? 
The introduction of the text in this unit (How I Learned Geography by Uri Shulevitz) has been placed here specifically to 

stimulate critical thinking. The character in this story uses a map in a unique way; challenging students to think of all the 



ways that maps can be used. Group discussion has been included as part of the text introduction in order to allow the 

teacher to guide student learning, and to ask students to apply previous knowledge to the coming lesson.  

 
How do the experiences create in an inclusive and supportive learning community?  
Because this lesson includes a variety of instructional groupings, students will be expected to collaborate when 

completing tasks, creating a learning community; no individual will be able to complete this task on their own. 

Additionally, students will be asked to apply prior learning, making each individual student an important part of the 

process.  

 

 


